[image: image1.png]


 HYPERLINK "http://www.readytoteach.it/" 
Ready to Teach.it


Utopian and dystopian fiction
from Plato to JG Ballard (to be continued)
By Valentina Tenedini
Here follows a unit on the utopian and dystopian genres (from the origins to the contemporary age) which is the result of my reflection on the novels I have read and  the material I have been collecting over the past few years.
The lesson provides an outline of the books defined utopian and dystopian, in an attempt to highlight the main, distinctive features and to frame each of them within the appropriate cultural/historical context.
The unit has been complemented with photos (of book covers, relevant films, and the place of the book burning, Babelplatz – Berlin) so as to elicit a class discussion.
The contribution ends with a list of suggested activities (speaking, reading and writing).
LESSON PLAN
TARGET: 5th year high school students
PREREQUISITES: having read at least a couple of dystopian books


knowledge of the historical background of the 19th and 20th centuries
LESSON PLAN: 2/3 modules for reading and discussing the contents and carrying on the class discussion 
AIM:
to highlight the main, distinctive features of each utopian or dystopian work;
to frame each of them within the appropriate cultural/historical context;
to encourage students to think more critically and autonomously about the contents they are given to study at school;
to provide some hints for cross-curricular work in the perspective of the leaving exam.
BROADENING activity: the students can be asked
· to summarize the contents or the conclusion they have come to during the class discussion in a slideshow
· or choose an author/work to delve in and create their own contribution on that subject to be shown in class
· suggest a few more example of recent books which can be called dystopian or have similar features (to be continued).
Practical tip for carrying out the lesson:
the students can be given only the text of the unit, while the photos of the extended version, which the teacher may project, can be used as prompts for class discussion or during students' interviews.
Word files : Utopian and dystopian fiction hand-out (shorter version – no photos)


: Utopian and dystopian fiction (extended version with photos and lead-in and lead out activities)


